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COLLIE-DARKAN AND CORRIGIN-HYDEN ROADS, SAFETY CONCERNS 
Grievance 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [9.09 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and 
relates to the Collie-Darkan road and safety concerns.  I want to bring to the minister’s attention the dangerous 
state of the Collie-Darkan road, which is a key transport route, and warn her of the dangers it presents to users.  I 
ask the minister to place a priority on making the road safer, particularly the dangerous section of road between 
Gibbs Siding Road and Cordering Road North.  In fact, I refer to this section as a deathtrap.  People who use the 
road have had enough and want some action to be taken on this piece of road.  The accident history of this part 
of the road is appalling and dates back more than a decade.  I will list some of the more recent accidents.  There 
was a rollover on the road in 1997 and a motorcycle accident in 1998.   

The SPEAKER:  Members, the minister needs to be able to hear the grievance.  If members wish to talk, they 
should leave the Chamber.   
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Unfortunately, there was a fatality on this section of road in 1999 when a motorbike 
skidded off the road.  A pillion passenger also was seriously injured.  Another motorcycle ran off this section of 
road in 2000.  The motorcyclist was badly injured and narrowly escaped death.  In 2001 an elderly driver and his 
wife drove off the road and their vehicle rolled into a paddock.  Fortunately, they escaped with their lives.  In 
2002 a lady lost control of her vehicle and wrote it off.  On 13 August this year the back trailer of a road train, 
with some 39 cattle on board, tipped over on this section of road, killing some of the cattle and badly injuring 
others, many of which had to be put down.  It was a nasty scene to witness, particularly for the Gibbs family and 
their children.   
There have been a number of near misses on this section of road, with the latest occurring last weekend.  It is 
frightening.  There is also a bus turnaround area on this section of road and the eldest child in the Gibbs family, 
who live adjacent to this section of the road, will start school next year and catch the bus from this very area.  I 
have looked at and driven along this section of road and I feel that something needs to be done immediately to 
fix it.  This need has also been recognised by representatives of Main Roads WA with whom I have spoken.  
They know a great deal about this section of the road.  I have also spoken to local truck contractors etc, 
particularly Neville Matthews from Kojonup, for whom I have a lot of respect, who say that something needs to 
be done.   
A $3 million realignment of this section of the road was planned in 1998, but, tragically, that plan continues to 
gather dust at Main Roads.  An interim or bandaid plan was then developed by Main Roads, which was 
estimated to cost about $500 000.  Apparently Main Roads is looking at that bandaid measure again.  The idea 
was to carry out interim safety measures, including better warning signs, near the Gibbs Siding Road turn-off.  I 
ask the minister that, at the very least, these treatments begin immediately.  I understand that may well be under 
consideration at the moment.  If it is, I say good; let us get on with it.  However, I have inspected the road, and a 
major realignment of this section is needed.  I ask that the major realignment be given every priority.   

It is important to remember that this road carries a dangerous mix of heavy trucks, general traffic and school 
buses.  The Nationals and our country communities have noted with interest that the minister was able to 
accelerate the funding to upgrade and widen a section of Armadale Road after she made a personal inspection of 
that section of road following a fatality.  I say, well done.  I have no problem with that.  I think that is good and I 
support it.  However, that needs to be done with this section of road and I invite the minister to inspect it.  The 
Collie-Darkan road is an important strategic transport route and there is no alternative route for heavy-haulage 
vehicles, so they need it.  Main Roads has described it as the worst section of any major road in the State.  The 
deteriorated condition of WA’s road network is of major concern to us all.  Although the State Government talks 
about the black spots funding program, which is laudable, where is the money for the Gibbs Siding Road turn-off 
section?   

This year the State Government expects to collect about $32 million through fines from radar cameras and red 
light cameras.  Approximately $11 million of that money will be spent on road safety initiatives.  The people 
who use the Collie-Darkan road have every right to ask why some of this money cannot be immediately directed 
to the Gibbs Siding Road turn-off.  A complication for users of this road is that there are no police in the West 
Arthur shire.  The nearest are in Williams.  There is no hospital or doctor available in the West Arthur shire.  The 
St John Ambulance service is run by volunteers.  The National Party has warned of the dire consequences for 
road safety in country WA unless more funds are made available to fix such treacherous sections of road.   

I also take the opportunity to remind the minister of the parlous state of the busy link between Corrigin and 
Hyden.  Locals have described a section of that road as a 65-kilometre black spot.  The recent death of a young 
female driver who ran off the narrow, crumbling road between Corrigin and Kondinin was a tragic reminder of 
the hazards of using country roads.  Although that accident was possibly fatigue related, the fatality has reignited 
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the community’s concern about the poor condition of this road and the Government’s failure to fix it.  The 
Corrigin-Hyden road carries more than 100 000 tourists to Wave Rock each year, as well as local traffic.  It 
carries the same potential lethal mix of large trucks, cars, coaches and school buses as the Collie-Darkan road.  It 
is time for a complete review of the deteriorating state of WA’s road network, particularly the dangerous priority 
spots that I have highlighted this morning.  I know that the minister’s time is precious, but I invite her to inspect 
this road to see for herself the dangers it presents.  I ask her to give it her highest priority before it is too late and 
there are more deaths on this section of road.   

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.17 am]:  I acknowledge that 
that particular portion of the Collie-Darkan road is not ideal and that accidents have occurred there.  However, it 
is important that we keep matters in context.  There is an absolutely unlimited demand for road upgrades from 
Wyndham to Esperance.  The Government must make decisions about rationing those scarce funds.  We can all 
point to bits of road that could be upgraded.  Ironically, the member has said that I allowed an expansion of 
Armadale Road, which is not actually in my electorate.  Importantly, originally that was to be a dual road.  In 
fact, I have scaled that back and said that we will not build a dual road but will widen the single carriageway 
each side.  I also point out that that road carries in excess of 5 000 vehicles a day, as opposed to the road the 
member is talking about, which carries about 350 vehicles a day.  It is a question of context.  The accidents that 
the member cited near the Gibbs homestead were on a particular curve.  The member is so interested that he is 
actually listening!   

Mr T.K. Waldron:  I’m sorry; I got sidetracked.  

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I have plenty of other things to do if the member is not interested.  I am more than 
happy to go elsewhere.  The Government provided $3 million to realign that section of the road.  Frankly, the 
previous Government did not provide funding to maintain that road in any of its forward estimates.  Given the 
low volumes of traffic on that road, it is most unlikely that $3 million would be spent to put in place that 
realignment.  However, we are aware that there are problems and I have advised Main Roads this morning that I 
will sign off on a package that will seal the shoulders on that curve, place some audible strips along the side of 
the road and install some more signage along the road.  We will put in place those three measures on that curve 
in response to the request the member has made here today.   

With regard to the other matter, I am somewhat astounded that the member should have a go at me about the 
Brookton Highway.  I have seen the statistics on who has put what money into this project.  I pay tribute to the 
councils from that area whose councillors saw me early in this Government’s term and expressed their concern 
about the lack of funding for that road.  I drove along the road when I saw West Perth play at Newdegate.  I had 
a very pleasant weekend.  I stayed at the excellent Dumbleyung Hotel.   

Mr J.N. Hyde:  They still rave about that visit.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  It was a great trip.  It was evident to me when driving along the Brookton Highway 
that, given the volume of traffic and the number of tourists - often they are international tourists who are 
unfamiliar with Western Australian driving conditions - this road needed some increased attention.  The 
Government spent $3 million on the road last year and it has allocated $1 million to be spent on it this year.   

I am able to announce a decision I made a couple of weeks ago to spend another $900 000 to $1 million 
approximately on the road this year so that the sealing can commence.  When we have excess funds or when 
projects are underspent, the Brookton Highway will get my focus.  The road needs urgent attention.  I am very 
pleased to say that I have made a decision, which I had not announced, that this year the Government will 
provide approximately an additional $1 million over and above what was allocated in the budget for the project.  
That will allow the completion of the 5.3 kilometre reconstruction around Karragullen.  Last year some of the 
works outside Hyden were completed.  There is still a little more to do on the western side of Hyden.  The next 
stage, which is a $1.9 million project to work on the Karragullen portion, will be undertaken this year.  We will 
continue to allocate moneys in the budget for this project.   

I do not want to be political, but the member for Wagin made some political comments, which is unlike his usual 
self.  I point out that in 1999-2000 the previous Government spent only $500 000 on the road, and in 2000-01 it 
spent only $1.5 million.  This Government has more than doubled the amount of funding for this road.  I 
recognise the councils’ efforts and their persuasive powers, which encouraged me to visit and witness at first-
hand the very real problems with this road.   
 


